






Meet the Equity Leadership Taskforce.
“We are able to take what a lot of people focus on as a theoretical aspect and [are] able to practically apply those lessons in real time.” 

Sable K. Nelson - Acting Director, Virginia Department of Health Office of Health Equity

In March 2020, the Commonwealth established the Equity Leadership Taskforce (ELT). The group is the first-of-its-kind in the nation 
dedicated to removing obstacles to equitable health care for all Virginians. The Commonwealth has declared racism a public health 
crisis and is taking intentional steps in combating it — a prime example of this is its efficient COVID-19 emergency response. The ELT 
has kept vulnerable communities top of mind since its inception and will continue to do so for the foreseeable future.

Introducing the ELT team members:

Dr. Norman Oliver 
State Health Commissioner, Virginia Department of Health 

Dr. Norman Oliver and Governor Northam worked together to establish the ELT. Over the course  
of his career, Dr. Oliver has worked with agencies and health care systems across the state to  
improve the health and well-being of all Virginians. He remains committed to a cross-agency and 
multisector approach to implementing population health initiatives. He and his team are working 
to improve racial and ethnic health disparities within the Commonwealth and developing effective 
interventions to reduce or eliminate them. 

Curtis Brown 
State Coordinator of Emergency Management at the Virginia Department of  
Emergency Management (VDEM)

Curtis Brown, an expert in homeland security and emergency management policy, leads both  
the ELT and VDEM. He ensures both departments are intentional about prioritizing marginalized 
communities in the Commonwealth’s COVID-19 emergency response. To date, millions of dollars 
in Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and more than seven million COVID-19 vaccines have been 
distributed statewide. Under Brown’s leadership to address emergency response disparities, the 
Commonwealth will continue to diversify its emergency management. This will ensure communities 
that need help the most receive care and resources first.

Dr. Janice Underwood  
Chief Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Officer

Dr. Janice Underwood, the Virginia Chief Diversity Officer, leads the Governor’s Office of Diversity,  
Equity, and Inclusion (ODEI).  Together, her historic team addresses racial, ethnic, disability,  
gender-based, and cultural inequities in state government and in other public and private sectors. 
Specifically, Dr. Underwood and the ODEI work collaboratively across every secretariat and with more 
than 100 organizations to build the ONE Virginia mission, the first-ever statewide strategic plan that 
measures progress across five dimensions of inclusive excellence. In support of creating a statewide 
framework to foster equal opportunity, the ODEI contributes to 1) the creation of equity-related  
legislation; 2) policy reform for immigrant communities; 3) various equity assessments for state 

agencies; and 4) the implementation of equity principles in public messaging, crisis management, and long-term and sustainable 
community engagement. Dr. Underwood also leads the (now codified)  Virginia Health Equity Task, which directs the work of the  
Unified Command Health Equity Working Group (HEWG). Her goal is to empower Virginians to make the state an exemplar for the 
nation regarding diversity, equity, and inclusive excellence.
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Sable K. Nelson  
Acting Director, Office of Equity and Inclusion, Virginia Department of Health

With Sable K. Nelson at the helm, The Office of Health Equity (OHE) at the Virginia Department  
of Health works within three divisions: social epidemiology, primary care and rural health, and  
multicultural health and community engagement. She and her team utilize tools and resources  
such as the Health Equity Dashboards to use data to operationalize equity statewide. The ELT  
and HEWG are objectively confronting and working to abolish racism in health care and across  
the Commonwealth.

Alaysia Black Hackett 
Deputy Chief Diversity Officer

Alaysia Black Hackett has been appointed Deputy Chief Diversity Officer for the Governor’s Office 
of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (ODEI). Ms. Hackett brings with her 20 years of executive-level 
diversity leadership in government and in public and private university settings. In this role as 
Deputy Chief Diversity Officer, Ms. Hackett will work with the Chief Diversity Officer across  
secretariats, state agencies, and all communities to advance equity reforms across state  
government and the Commonwealth.

Mona Siddiqui 
Deputy Chief Diversity Officer and Senior Policy Advisor for the Office of New Americans

Mona Siddiqui works in support of the Governor’s Office of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion and the 
Health Equity Task Force to coordinate interagency efforts and remove systemic barriers preventing 
immigrants and refugees from fully accessing COVID-19 services and resources. She also provides 
policy expertise to the Office of New Americans and external stakeholders who support access,  
participation, and integration of immigrants and refugees in Virginia’s workforce, educational  
systems, economy, and other relevant sectors.

This team of experts is doing groundbreaking work in our Commonwealth. See them in action here.

Governor’s Office of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
Subscribe to ONE Virginia News here: https://www.governor.virginia.gov/diversity/
Download the ONE Virginia Plan here: https://www.governor.virginia.gov/diversity/one-virginia/
To contact the Office of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, go to https://www.governor.virginia.gov/diversity/contact-us
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